Cases of meningococcal infection and bacterial meningitis occur every day and require an 'out of hours' public health response.
Analysis of hospital admissions data over three years in Ireland showed that the 1478 cases of meningococcal disease and meningitis were admitted at the same frequency every day of the week. The need for and the cost effectiveness of an 'out of hours' service in order to manage the community aspects of meningococcal disease/meningitis requires further attention.